
| highlighting japan8

Feature DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

Strategies 
for Reducing 
disasters

The curtain rises in Sendai 
on the third UN World 
Conference on Disaster 
Risk Reduction

THE Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk 
Reduction is a conference  for discussing disaster 
risk reduction strategies on a global scale. The 

first conference (in Yokohama in 1994) and the second 
(in Hyogo in 2005) both took place in Japan. The third, 
scheduled for March 14 to 18 this year, will be held in 
Japan as well, in Sendai, one of the cities heavily affected 
by the Great East Japan Earthquake that occurred in 2011, 
which is forever etched in the nation’s memory.

 The conference, to be chaired by Japan’s 
Minister of State for Disaster Management, is 
anticipated to draw five thousand participants, 
including heads of state, ministers and 
representatives of international organizations 
and NGOs. Besides intergovernmental sessions, 
there will be hundreds of public forums such as 
symposiums and exhibitions, as well as tours to 
the areas devastated by the earthquake. 

The second conference adopted a set of 
international guidelines for disaster reduction 
strategies from 2005 to 2015 known as the Hyogo 
Framework for Action (HFA), and served to spark 
disaster reduction initiatives around the globe. 
The goal of the third conference is to ensure 
the mainstreaming of disaster risk reduction by 
formulating a post-2015 framework and making 
disaster risk reduction a clear priority in the 
post-2015 development agenda.

As the conference’s host country, Japan also 
hopes to share with conference participants 
Japan’s knowledge, experience and skills 
in disaster risk reduction, and to show the 
reconstruction of the areas devastated by the 
earthquake and the current progress made.

The opening ceremony of 
the 2005 United Nations 

World Conference on Disaster 
Reduction in Kobe 

DISASTERS = CHALLENGE FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

Disaster Impacts / 2000-2012  

1.2 million people killed

2.9 billion people affected

$1.7 trillion in damage

(Source: UNISDR)

  The logo depicts an image of people joining hands to 
create a chain of action towards building the resilience to 
disasters. The five colors of the logo represent the five 
priorities of Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA). 
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 What does “the mainstreaming of disaster risk 
reduction” mean?

The human and economic toll of disasters is 
enormous. Ninety percent of victims worldwide 
are citizens of developing countries, and in some 
cases the cost of the damage can be even higher 
than their GDP. In the blink of an eye, disasters 
can destroy what took years to build. Creating 
societies capable of protecting people's lives and 
infrastructure is therefore essential to sustainable 
development.

Investing in disaster risk reduction before 
catastrophe strikes costs less than post disaster 
response and recovery. Japan’s goals are therefore 
to share with the world the idea that disaster risk 
reduction is not a cost but an investment, and 
to promote the incorporation of a disaster-risk 
reduction perspective into development projects 
and policies in all fields.
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To adopt a post-2015 
framework for disaster 

risk reduction, the 
successor to the HFA   

Activity

HFA: Five Priorities for Action 

1  Make disaster risk reduction a national and local    
     priority
2  Identify disaster risk and enhance early warning 
3  Use knowledge, innovation and education to  

      build a culture of safety and resilience
4  Reduce the underlying risk factors
5   Strengthen preparation for effective response

 The two wheels of mainstreaming disaster risk 
reduction—post-2015 framework for disaster risk 
reduction and post-2015 development agenda

As mentioned above, the third conference will 
create a more effective successor to the HFA. 

In September 2015, the post-2015 development 
agenda—the successor to the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs)—will also be formulated. The current 
MDGs do not have address for disaster risk reduction.  
It has been recognized that creating nations and 
communities resilient to  disasters is essential 
to realizing sustainable development. Therefore, 
Japan’s goal for the post-2015 development agenda is 
to make disaster risk reduction a priority, and thereby 
accelerate the mobilization of necessary resources for 
disaster risk reduction.

To build a more sustainable international community, 
Japan seeks to promote the mainstreaming of disaster 
risk reduction, by accelerating the two wheels, namely 
the post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction and 
the post-2015 development agenda. 

MDGs: The Eight Millennium Development Goals 

1  Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
2   Achieve universal primary education
3  Promote gender equality and empower women
4  Reduce child mortality
5  Improve maternal health
6  Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
7  Ensure environmental sustainability
8  Global partnership for development

The statue of Date Masamune riding on a horse overlooking the town 
has become a symbol of Sendai City


