The Japanese
Volunteer behind

Olympian
Figueroa
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The 2012 Summer Olympic Games will
soon take place in London. Osamu Sawaji
of the Japan Journal reports on the work
of a Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV) member training top-level
judoka in El Salvador, including one man
who will compete in the London Games.
Carlos Figueroa and his coach, Asami Togo
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and society, and to address issues affecting the
country with local people in developing countries, and this includes sports training. During
the FY2012 spring recruitment period, developing countries have requested dispatch of JOCVs
in a wide range of such fields, including physical training at high schools, swimming instructors for public swimming pools, and softball
training for national teams.
Athletes the volunteers will train range from
ordinary youths to highly skilled members of
national teams. In a number of cases athletes
trained by JOCVs have gone on to successfully
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Asami Togo (center) with members of El Salvador's junior
judo team.

NURTURING GLOBAL TALENT

Judoka practice at the dojo in San Salvador, El Salvador

Coaching Judo in El Salvador
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Asami Togo is currently training Figueroa.

pared to when I was a new volunteer.”
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As the opening of the Olympics draws near,
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tions. With the strong request of Figueroa, and

bers in the nation’s capital, San Salvador.

the cooperation of the El Salvador Judo Federa-

“When I was a university student I went to

tion and National Olympic Committee, it was

France and lived and practiced together with

decided that Togo would accompany him to

overseas judoka, and I started thinking I might

London as a special coach.

like to teach judo overseas,” Togo says.

“In the Olympics I want Figueroa to aim for

In El Salvador, Togo provides training from

the top eight by using all his abilities to fight

Monday to Saturday, and whenever she is in
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bouts, so I have really high expectations.”
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