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Young Pioneers of
the JET Age

Darr spends as much time as he can
with his students speaking English
and improving their skills.

The Japan Exchange and Teaching Programme (JET Programme) is one of the world’s
largest government-linked international exchange programs. Each year through the program
over 4,000 overseas participants work in local government organizations and schools in
Japan. The Japan Journal’s Osamu Sawaji introduces JET and meets a young American on
the Programme.
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abroad are living in Japan today, some CIRs offer
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consultation to expatriates in their area, and some
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Tokorozawa High School.
“The JET Programme is very attractive for someone
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In an English conversation class at the Tokorozawa
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Shogyo High School in Saitama Prefecture, ALT Bryan
Darr uses big gestures as he helps tenth-grade students practice English conversation.

sional growth opportunities.”
Darr had never taught English prior to coming to
Japan, but through teaching many students since
becoming an ALT, he was drawn into the enjoyment
of the job. Darr always goes to the school cafeteria
at lunch to talk with students, hoping to give them as
many opportunities for interaction as possible beyond the classroom.
“It’s fun talking with students about the future or
pop culture.” Darr says. “I feel they’re discovering
their interest in English and foreign culture and they
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take more initiative than before in trying to communicate with me both inside and outside class. It’s an
extremely rewarding job,” He also volunteers in the
JET Programme to offer support to other JET particiBryan Darr at work at the Tokorozawa Shogyo High
School in Saitama Prefecture

pants and to improve teaching methods.

On March 11, 2011, two American participants in the JET Programme lost their lives in the Great East
Japan Earthquake. Taylor Anderson, working as an ALT at elementary and junior high schools in Ishinomaki,
Miyagi Prefecture, was one of them. Her hometown high school, the St.
Catherine’s School in the U.S. state of Virginia, established the Taylor
Anderson ’04 Memorial Gift Fund to lend support to the stricken areas.
Anderson’s family and the Tokyo American Club donated Taylor Anderson
Reading Corners to the seven schools at which she taught. Prime Minister
Yoshihiko Noda, on his visit to the United States in April 2012, met with
her parents to express his deep condolences and gratitude.
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