TRAVEL

Despite the unusually heavy
snow, people in their
thousands filed through
Ouchijuku’s main street for
this year’s Snow Festival.

The Ouchijuku Snow Festival is held in February in Minamiaizu-gun, Fukushima Prefecture. The
Japan Journal’s Osamu Sawaji attended this year’s festival and shares this report.
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visitors can experience life as it would have been

Access

when the town was a post station, and so forth.

Ouchijuku is 3.5 hours away from Tokyo. From
Tokyo Station, take the Tohoku Shinkansen to Koriyama Station, then change to the JR Banetsusai Line.
At Aizuwakamatsu Station change to the Aizu Line,
and alight at Yunokami Onsen. Ouchijuku takes ten
minutes by car from the station.

On February 11 and 12, in snow more than 1
meter deep, tourists thronged to the Snow Festival
for the annual festival now in its twenty-sixth year.
The varied program of events included traditional
dancing, tug of war in the snow, and a soba speed-

as a result of the Great East Japan Earthquake, but
we are really pleased that we are still getting lots of
visitors as usual,” says a man from the Snow Festival
executive committee. “We hope that people will also
come to the Hange Festival in July, when the autumn
colors are spectacular.”

A taiko performance at the Ouchijuku Snow Festival

eating contest. At night, candles burned in snow lanterns and fireworks were set off in the night sky.
“We have always been interested in Ouchijuku
with its surviving old streetscape. We had no qualms
whatsoever about the effects of the Great East Japan
Earthquake,” say a couple from Tokyo in their twenties visiting Ouchijuku for the first time. “The Snow
Festival is really good as it feels like something ‘handmade’ by the local people. I was quite surprised by
how much snow there is, but the snow-covered
streetscape is so lovely.”
“We had been worried that we would lose custom

Beautiful fireworks light up the Ouchijuku night sky
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