COVER STORY

The Mother Theresa of Haiti
The major earthquake that struck Haiti in January 2010 caused serious damage and left countless
people homeless. Many are still without a home today. Outbreaks of cholera and other infectious
diseases have made a bad situation even worse. Akiko Sudo has been providing medical assistance
in Haiti for over thirty years. Known as the Mother Theresa of Haiti by local people, she is still actively
helping the Haitian community at the age of eighty-four. The Japan Journal’s Osamu Sawaji reports.
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The religious order that Sudo belongs to
was planning to set up a branch in Haiti at
around the same time, so she asked the heads
of the order to be sent over to Haiti. In October
1976, Sudo was dispatched by the heads of the
order, and in December 1977 was appointed by
Haiti’s Ministry of Health to work as a doctor at
the Sanatorium of Sigueneau in a town called
Léogâne, roughly 30 kilometers to the west of
the Haitian capital Port-au-Prince.
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Akiko Sudo at the Sanatorium of Sigueneau in
Léogâne in the 1980s

Before the Haiti Earthquake,
Akiko Sudo met thenAgriculture Minister François
Severi (right), who promised
to provide national land for
the agricultural school that
Sudo planned to establish.

and worked to establish an agricultural school
to help local people achieve independence.
With plans for the school going well, she came
back to Japan for a visit. It was then, on January
12, 2010, that the Haiti earthquake struck.
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says Sudo. “At the end of the day, it’s love that
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keeps people alive.”

“I have always tried to do my bit to help patients, but they are the ones who have inspired

Hopes for Haiti

me to keep going. People cannot live alone.

Despite retiring from the sanatorium in 2008, at

There is only hope when we come together to

the age of eighty-one, Sudo stayed on in Haiti

help one another.”
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