COVER STORY

The Road to
Recovery
A new pupil walks in front of cherry
blossoms in full bloom after an entrance
ceremony at Kamaishi Elementary School
in Kamaishi, Iwate Prefecture, April 20.
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Two months have passed since the Great East
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Japan Earthquake struck, and with all the relief sup-

moving ahead as well, with 30,000 dwellings sched-

port going to the disaster-affected region, the recov-
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ery is well underway. Thanks to the cooperative ef-
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forts of the Japan Self-Defense Forces and the U.S.

Business is returning to normal, as well as infra-
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ing to a survey of fifty-five major nationwide manufacturers conducted by the Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry in mid-April, 60% of the plants
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one to three months. As a symbol of the recovery of
Tohoku as a manufacturing center, new cars produced for export since the quake at the factory of one
Workers prepare to drive new Toyota cars onto a cargo
ship at Sendai Port, Miyagi prefecture, April 16.

major auto manufacturer that was damaged in the
disaster were shipped from Sendai Port on April 16.
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The recovery at tourist spots that were damaged
by the tsunami and earthquake is proceeding as
well, with preparations being made for accepting visitors. Among those recovering is the tourist area of
Matsushima in Miyagi Prefecture, with the 260 islands of various sizes in Matsushima Bay making it
one of Japan’s most notable natural scenic spots.
The tsunami struck Matsushima too, flooding its
shopping district and roads. But because of the buff-

Prime Minister Naoto Kan delivers an address at the
first meeting of the Reconstruction Design Council in
Response to the Great East Japan Earthquake, April 14.

ering effect of the islands, the damage was comparatively limited. Already at the end of April, sightseeing
boat tours around Matsushima Bay, the aquarium,
souvenir shops, restaurants, and tours to the historic
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