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The activities of the 
Kamaishi Seawaves 
rugby team after 
the tsunami which 
devastated thei r 
town have captured 
the imagination of 
people around the 
world.

Introducing the activities of three very different 
companies in the immediate aftermath of the 
Great East Japan Earthquake.

Three foreign journalists give an account of 
their personal experiences on and after March 
11.

Ueno Zoo has 
welcomed two 
new giant pan-
das to its enclo-
sures in Tokyo.

Less than two months after the earthquake 
and tsunami of March 11, the Tohoku 
Shinkansen line fully reopened.

An interview with Ambassador of the Federal 
Republic of Germany in Japan Dr. Volker 
Stanzel.
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Front cover: Visitors to Tenshochi in 
Kitakami, Iwate Prefecture, enjoy the 
cherry blossoms on a horse-drawn 
carriage.
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A little over a month after the earthquake and 
tsunami which devastated coastal areas of 
Iwate Prefecture, Tenshochi park in Kitakami 
once again drew in thousands of visitors as its 
famous cherry trees burst into bloom.

Consumers in Tokyo have been rushing to 
buy goods produced in the areas hardest hit 
by the March 11 disaster.

Highlights of a round-
table discussion be-
tween leading diplo-
mats from Japan, China 
and the Republic of 
Korea.

Professor Takao Komine comments on the 
likely course of the Japanese economy in the 
short and medium terms. 

The Japanese 
government 
has released 
a  r o admap 
for actions for 
recovery fol-
l o w i n g  t h e 

accident at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear 
Power Plant.

The actions of children around the world have 
given courage to victims of the Great East 
Japan Earthquake.
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TTwo months have passed since the Great East 

Japan Earthquake struck, and with all the relief sup-

port going to the disaster-affected region, the recov-

ery is well underway. Thanks to the cooperative ef-

forts of the Japan Self-Defense Forces and the U.S. 

Army in clearing the debris at Sendai Airport, which 

was hard hit by the tsunami, air passenger services 

resumed on April 13. The Tohoku Shinkansen was 

back in full operation on April 29, from Tokyo to 

Shin-Aomori. Construction of temporary housing is 

moving ahead as well, with 30,000 dwellings sched-

uled to be completed by the end of May in Iwate, 

Miyagi, and Fukushima Prefectures.

Business is returning to normal, as well as infra-

structure. Many factories were damaged by this di-

saster, including automobile, semiconductor, and 

LCD (liquid crystal display) plants. However, accord-

ing to a survey of fifty-five major nationwide manu-

facturers conducted by the Ministry of Economy, 

Trade and Industry in mid-April, 60% of the plants 

that were damaged (seventy plants at the fifty-five 

companies) have already been restored, while the 

remaining plants are expected to be repaired within 

one to three months. As a symbol of the recovery of 

Tohoku as a manufacturing center, new cars pro-

duced for export since the quake at the factory of one 

major auto manufacturer that was damaged in the 

disaster were shipped from Sendai Port on April 16.

A new pupil walks in front of cherry 
blossoms in full bloom after an entrance 
ceremony at Kamaishi Elementary School 
in Kamaishi, Iwate Prefecture, April 20.

Workers prepare to drive new Toyota cars onto a cargo 
ship at Sendai Port, Miyagi prefecture, April 16.
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The recovery at tourist spots that were damaged 

by the tsunami and earthquake is proceeding as 

well, with preparations being made for accepting visi-

tors. Among those recovering is the tourist area of 

Matsushima in Miyagi Prefecture, with the 260 is-

lands of various sizes in Matsushima Bay making it 

one of Japan’s most notable natural scenic spots. 

The tsunami struck Matsushima too, flooding its 

shopping district and roads. But because of the buff-

ering effect of the islands, the damage was compara-

tively limited. Already at the end of April, sightseeing 

boat tours around Matsushima Bay, the aquarium, 

souvenir shops, restaurants, and tours to the historic 

shrines and temples around Matsushima Bay have 

resumed operations.

Normal life is also returning to the cities. On 

April 21, opening ceremonies were held at 273 

elementary and junior high schools in Iwate and 

Miyagi Prefectures. 

In Sendai, Miyagi Prefecture, both the home of pro 

baseball’s Rakuten Golden Eagles, 

the Kleenex Stadium Miyagi, and 

J. League soccer’s Vegalta Sendai, 

the Yurtec Stadium Sendai, were 

damaged by the earthquake. But 

on April 29, both stadiums hosted 

their first games since the disas-

ter, and were filled to capacity, 

with around 20,000 spectators attending the Rakuten 

game, and 18,000 going to the Vegalta match.

In the government as well, in order to “give hope 

and courage for the future to the residents of the 

 disaster-affected region, and assemble reconstruc-

tion plans as soon as possible for a rebirth of a rich 

and vital Japan through the combined efforts of all 

Japanese citizens,” the Cabinet has called for experts 

to form the Great East Japan 

Earthquake Reconstruction De-

sign Council, chaired by Makoto 

Iokibe, president of the National 

Defense Academy of Japan. At 

the first meeting on April 14, 

Prime Minister Naoto Kan ad-

dressed the first meeting, saying, 

“I want this council to not just 

present a plan that will return the 

concerned region to the ways it 

once was, but that will creatively 

reconstruct all over again.”

In this month’s issue we pres-

ent the disaster-affected region 

as it works towards recovery, 

and the people that are making 

it possible.

Prime Minister Naoto Kan delivers an address at the 
first meeting of the Reconstruction Design Council in 
Response to the Great East Japan Earthquake, April 14.
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IIn the aftermath of the devastating earthquake and 

tsunami of March 11, many local residents both Jap-

anese and foreign chose to evacuate the area as 

quickly as possible. Loss of supply lines, the risk of 

major aftershocks, and fear of the unknown with re-

gard to the unfolding situation at the Fukushima Dai-

ichi Nuclear Power Plant, all combined to make leav-

ing an easy decision for many, once a safe route out 

could be found.

Some, however, chose to stay, and immediately 

put their backs into relief and recovery work. 

In the small city of Kamaishi in Iwate Prefecture, 

where some 1,300 of the town’s 41,000 population 

are believed to have perished in the tsunami, players 

from the 

local rugby 

club, the 

K a m a i s h i 

Seawaves, 

lent their 

weight and 

s p o r t i n g 

stamina to 

the relief operation. At a time when anxiety was at its 

peak in the aftermath of the tsunami, the rugby 

team’s efforts caught the imagination of people 

around the world and won the deep admiration of 

those in Japan.

Kamaishi is known in Japan as a “rugby town,” the 

Seawaves traditionally being a strong team featuring 

numerous star players from overseas. All of the thirty-

four-strong squad survived the March 11 disaster. 

The Kamaishi Seawaves captain, former All Black 

Pita Alatini, was one of three foreign players to stay 

on in the town, where he has lived for seven years, 

to help out with recovery efforts. Alatani explained 

to reporters at the time, “I love this town and I’ve 

got a lot of good Japanese friends. We can rebuild 

the town.”

The team helped other local volunteers unload 

trucks of food, clothing and other supplies, which 

poured in from across Japan and around the world 

for the survivors of the disaster.

Australian star Scott Fardy, who has lived in Kama-

ishi for two years, was in his apartment when the 

quake hit. “It was pretty scary, but my building han-

dled it well. A couple of hours later we were told to 

go to the clubhouse, where about thirty or so players 

and their families had gathered. Over the next few 

days we put all our food together and prepared 

some great meals over a fire.”

At a time when most foreign embassies in Japan 

were advising their nationals not to travel to the 

northeast of Japan, did Fardy ever consider leaving?

“I have grown to love the town. It was a simple de-

cision to stay for me. I felt very safe and was eating 

well. My teammates were there and I’m part of that 

team. We are young 

guys in good shape, 

so for us, whether 

Japanese or foreign, 

Scott Fardy (center) appears alongside fellow 
Kamaishi Seawaves players in a road-safety poster 
published by the Iwate Prefectural Police Force in 
2010. The  Seawaves serve as a symbol of 
trustworthiness and of Iwate Prefecture’s strength.

存在の証存在の証
煌煌

夕暮れ時は自転車や歩行者の発見が遅れがちになります。
明るい服装や反射材を身に付けましょう。

岩手県警察本部・㈳岩手県交通安全協会・岩手日報社・IBC岩手放送・テレビ岩手・岩手朝日テレビ・エフエム岩手

そん　ざい　    あかしそん　ざい　    あかし

K i r amek iK i r amek i
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we knew we could help in some way.”

And Fardy is convinced that his adopted town will 

bounce back. 

“I think the prospects are good for recovery in 

Kamaishi,” he says. “It’s terrible to see what it’s like 

there now—it was a heartbreaking experience walk-

ing through town after the tsunami. However, the 

people are amazingly strong and generous, and the 

whole community will band together to help, as they 

already have done.”

Fans and former Seawaves players have joined 

the huge recovery effort in Kamaishi, holding charity 

games and offering donations. Seawaves' pre-season 

training was in full swing in early May.

Kamaishi Seawaves star Scott Fardy 
helps fellow volunteers unload 
relief supplies from a truck in the 
tsunami-stricken town, March 18.
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T Pan Akimoto
On March 11, everything started to shake vio

lently at Pan Akimoto, a bakery based in Nasu

shiobara in Tochigi Prefecture. Books and pa

perwork were strewn from people’s desks in 

the office and the gas ovens in the bread facto

ry shifted, severing their gas pipes. The fol

lowing day, once the factory had 

been safely restored, the compa

ny’s president Yoshihiko Akimoto 

gave the order to go ahead with 

full production.

“Our Canned Bread was developed after the 

experience of the Great HanshinAwaji Earth

quake in 1995 and was used by a great many 

people following the Niigata Chuetsu Earth

quake in 2004,” explains Akimoto. “So I just 

knew that the victims of the earthquake would 

need large quantities of 

Canned Bread this time 

round too.”

With a shelf life of up 

to three years, Pan Aki

moto’s Canned Bread en

ables people to eat soft 

bread any time they like, 

just by opening a can. As 

products are canned, there 

is no risk of the bread being 

crushed or getting damp, 

making it easier to transport 

and store. In the past, in ad

dition to being purchased as 

part of emergency food sup

plies by individuals, local 

governments, companies 

and schools, Canned Bread 

has also been sent overseas 

via NGOs as part of relief 

Companies Hold Firm  
to Boost Recovery
The government, NGOs and NPOs aren’t the only ones assisting with the recovery process after the 

Great East Japan Earthquake. Companies are putting their specialist skills to good use and lending 

a hand too. The Japan Journal’s Osamu Sawaji takes a look at three such companies.
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NGO members distribute Canned Bread in Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefecture, April 
10. Inset, Pan Akimoto’s Canned Bread
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supplies, following the quakes in Sumatra in 

2005 and Haiti in 2010.

In the immediate aftermath of the Great East 

Japan Earthquake, Akimoto donated approxi

mately 10,000 cans that the company had in 

stock to the affected area. As a member of an 

employers’ association, he also called on his fel

low members for financial support to enable the 

company to keep on sending bread to the af

fected area. With members using Twitter and 

other social networking services to spread in

formation, the scope of funding increased in the 

blink of an eye. Through his contacts, Akimoto 

got other companies to deliver bread to the af

fected area, where the NGO Japan International 

Food for the Hungry (JIFH), of which Akimoto 

is a member, stepped in to distribute bread on a 

local level.

“We had a network up and running, with 

people making bread, raising funds, deliver

ing bread and distributing bread on the 

ground, within about four days of the earth

quake,” says Akimoto.

Akimoto also sent letters out to customers 

who had purchased Canned Bread prior to the 

earthquake, encouraging them to return any 

unused to the company at customer expense, 

accompanied by a message to the victims of the 

earthquake. In response, Pan Akimoto was in

undated with over 7,000 cans, with a whole 

range of messages written on them.

Continuing along the same lines, the com

pany has been delivering Canned Bread to the 

affected area every three to four days ever since 

the earthquake. The total number of cans cur

rently stands at over 40,000.

“So many people pitched in to lend a hand. 

We would never been able to do as much on our 

own, as a single company,” says Akimoto. “It 

really feels like that sense of kindness and con

sideration for others has become ingrained in 

the Japanese people.”

IKEA
The earthquake on March 11 also rocked the 

Funabashi branch of IKEA, the Swedish furni

ture giant with stores all over the world, in 

Chiba Prefecture. Fortunately, all of the cus

tomers in the store were evacuated by members 

of staff and escaped unharmed. The area around 

the store however experienced liquefaction, 

causing water to gush up through the ground. 

Power was cut off to the entire area, including 

the store, and the trains stopped running as the 

aftershocks continued, forcing large numbers 

of people to congregate at evacuation shelters 

set up at local schools and community centers. 

Around 150 employees from IKEA’s Funabashi 

store came to their assistance however, provid

ing evacuation shelters with supplies in stock at 

the store, including blankets, water and choco

late, free of charge.

“There’s no manual to follow in situations 

like that, but our corporate philosophy is ‘a bet

ter everyday life for many people,’ so I think ac

tivities like that just happened naturally,” com

ments Chiharu Ohata, PR and international 

communications manager for IKEA Japan.

The following day, IKEA Japan started to 

look into assistance for people affected by the 

earthquake in the Tohoku region and on March 

15 sent out its first shipment of emergency re

lief supplies, consisting of around 4,500 blan

kets to help fend off the bitter cold in the affected 

area, to Kesennuma in Miyagi Prefecture. The 

company continued to send supplies to the af
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fected area after that, carefully selecting items 

in stock that would be of most use, including 

towels, potato chips and bottled water.

IKEA Japan called on NGOs with plenty of 

experience with international emergency relief 

operations, including Peace Winds Japan and 

Vision Japan, to deliver and distribute supplies 

in order to get them to areas that weren’t receiv

ing sufficient public assistance as quickly as 

possible. The company also worked with organi

zations providing support for children in the af

fected area, such as Save the Children and the 

Japan Committee for UNICEF, to send out items 

such as stuffed animals and wooden toys.

“We weren’t sure whether sending out 

stuffed animals would be of any use, so it came 

as a great relief when we heard how happy it 

had made children in the evacuation shelters,” 

says Ohata. “As a company, we believe that the 

home is the most impor

tant place in the world, 

and that children are the 

most important people in 

the world. I think we man

aged to provide assistance 

in that same spirit.”

IKEA Kobe in Hyogo 

Prefecture and IKEA 

Tsuruhama in Osaka Pre

fecture meanwhile began 

to sell products such as 

mattresses, blankets, 

cushions and torches at 

half price, as part of a re

lief campaign whereby 

customers could pur

chase such items and 

send them to the affected 

area. As the area is home to many people who 

experienced the Great HanshinAwaji Earth

quake in 1995, many of the relief packages 

sent out contained messages of support and 

encouragement for those affected by the Great 

East Japan Earthquake.

IKEA Japan has also started to donate every

day items such as saucepans, frying pans, dishes 

and tables to help cope with the increase in 

temporary housing.

“We are hoping to open an IKEA store in 

Tohoku in the future, so that we can help by 

creating jobs for local people,” says Ohata.

Seven & i Holdings
One of the first companies to start providing as

sistance in the area affected by the earthquake 

was Seven & i Holdings, which affiliates Seven

Eleven Japan with its nationwide network of ap
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Customers in IKEA Kobe in Hyogo Prefecture write messages for victims of the 
earthquake on packages of blankets.
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proximately 13,000 convenience stores. It deliv

ered 30,000 twoliter bottles of mineral water by 

truck and 1,000 sweet bread rolls to the disaster 

headquarters in Miyagi Prefecture by helicop

ter the day after the quake, and continued to 

deliver items such as rice, blankets and bananas 

to the affected area after that. As part of a pre

existing agreement with Iwate Prefecture to 

provide clothing, bedding and other essential 

supplies in the event of a disaster, the company 

also supplied approximately 540,000 items of 

clothing at the prefecture’s request, including 

coats, sweaters and shoes.

The earthquake and subsequent tsunami 

forced SevenEleven convenience stores to 

close approximately 600 of its 1,400 stores in 

the area. From March 15 onwards, 

around 300 members of staff from 

SevenEleven Japan were dis

patched to these stores to clean up 

and get things back in order so 

they could reopen. In order to 

make up for product shortages, 

with facilities such as food process

ing plants and delivery centers in 

particular affected by the earth

quake, the company also set up a 

backup network to deliver prod

ucts via undamaged plants.

“Your top priority in the retail 

industry is always to keep your 

stores open. If you are forced to close your 

stores for some reason, you need to set about 

getting them open again as quickly as possible,” 

explains Kazuo Ozaki from Seven & i Holdings’ 

CSR Department. “Owners and employees of 

each local store also did everything they could 

to restore the daily life of customers.”

Despite being flooded by the tsunami, one 

store in Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefecture, still 

managed to open the next day. Although many 

customers came to the store, the lack of elec

tricity meant that the cash registers were out of 

action, making it impossible to read prices of 

goods by barcode. Therefore, the store staff 

gave customers pens and pieces of paper and 

introduced a selfcertification system whereby 

customers wrote down product prices display

ing the store shelves for themselves. Then, the 

store staff received a paper and calculated the 

total prices by a calculator. Stores in Tokyo 

meanwhile doubled as evacuation shelters for 

people who were unable to return home due to 

suspended rail services.

“Lots of customers in the affected area told 

us how reassuring it was to see our stores 

open,” says Ozaki. “Nothing makes us happier 

than hearing comments like that.”

Some 90% of the SevenEleven stores that 

had to close were up and running again by 

early April.
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Staff from Seven-Eleven Japan headquarters clear rubble from in front 
of a Seven-Eleven store in Tohoku, as they strive to get their 
operations back in full working order.



T
Journalist Kurt Hanson, who has been working 

in Japan for many years, recounts his experience 

on March 11, 2011 and thereafter.

I was on the third floor of the newspaper 

building, located on the Tokyo waterfront. I 

first felt a slight shaking and figured it would 

end quickly—we had a similar shaker two 

days before that turned out to be the precur-

sor to the big one. Yet it kept shaking and I 

decided to exit the building because it is built 

on reclaimed land on Tokyo Bay. I made my 

way down the flights of stairs and made my 

way to a nearby bridge, out of the range of 

possible falling glass. From that vantage point 

I could see high-rises swaying. My colleagues 

joined me on the bridge and we waited out 

the quake until I felt it was safe to return; we 

still had a deadline to meet. 

A colleague told me the trains had stopped 

and we would have to walk home. I live fairly 

far from office, so I was not looking forward 

to walking that distance. I finished work at 6 

p.m. and began my exodus home but got only 

halfway there when I stopped at my favorite 

pub for a drink and dinner. At about 11 p.m. 

the trains started up limited service and I 

managed to get home at 1 a.m. aboard ex-

tremely crowded trains. Walking to my favor-

ite pub was an amazing experience: seeing 

trains stopped and thousands of people walk-

ing in silence and in a long procession. 

About the nuclear accident, I found out 

several hours after the quake as reports came 

into the newspaper office about problems at 

the plant, but I figured it was minor. Over the 

next several days I came to realize the situa-

tion. I found the best info came from someone 

who attended a British Embassy briefing of-

fering information which was reassuring, ac-

curate and explained the situation better than 

the Western press.

A co-worker fled Tokyo for five days to es-

cape possible radioactive leaks. But, as a re-

porter I would have gone to the tsunami area 

and also Fukushima to do a story. Unfortu-

nately my news organization decided not to 

send anyone there. The Western press seem-

ingly was bent on sensationalizing the crisis, 

but I remembered how the Mad Cow’s dis-

ease caused a panic some years back.

 I think there is greater danger dying from a 

lightning strike than dying from a nuclear acci-

dent, so I am still working and living in Tokyo.
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Energy-saving in Tokyo in the aftermath of the March 11 earthquake
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Information technology engineer He Peng, who 

has lived in Tokyo for five years, says despite 

being shaken by the hugest earthquake he has 

felt since his arrival from Dalian, China, he was 

not too worried either.

Although keeping close tabs on broadcast 

news and the Internet, I was not worried be-

cause Japan is an advanced nation known for 

its preparedness in the event disasters like 

earthquakes and tsunamis hit. On March 11, 

I used my mobile phone at the office to watch 

the TV broadcasts. I stayed on in Tokyo be-

cause good building standards and other reg-

ulations are in place, though perhaps on my 

job the stability of electrical power supply 

made me a tad anxious. But with escalators 

being stopped I could work off such worries 

and get some exercise too!

Certainly nuclear accidents can be unnerv-

ing but it is just like accidents at any job—they 

can’t always be prevented; as long as proper 

information is available, solutions can be 

found. I think Japanese teamwork including 

the energy-savings effort is helping to miti-

gate the disaster which struck Tohoku region. 

Also, as a professional with major responsi-

bilities at the job and people depending upon 

me, I could not just drop everything and run 

off. I have seen some people returning to their 

homeland at the behest of their family, but in 

my opinion they should be making up their 

own minds based upon information they can 

gain here.

Another journalist, a Briton living in Yokohama, a 

port city just south of Tokyo, offers his thoughts.

On March 11, I was on the seventh floor of an 

office building in Tokyo. In my twenty years 

in Japan I have felt a few eye-widening trem-

ors, but nothing like the shaking we experi-

enced that day. I just held on to my desk and 

inwardly cowered. I was surprised by the ac-

tions of a couple of my colleagues, who im-

mediately started tidying up, putting books 

back on the shelves and so on. 

But I never for a moment considered leav-

ing Yokohama, my adopted home. I carefully 

followed the advice of trusted sources and read 

the IAEA website studiously, and was reas-

sured that outside the evacuation area there 

would be no risk to people’s health. I was really, 

really disappointed with some of the news cov-

erage of the Fukushima nuclear plant acci-

dents. I believe many sections of the media 

failed society in their reporting of that event. 
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I“It’s so cute!”

There are cries of glee from young and old alike as 

they gaze at a giant panda, sitting down and munch-

ing its way through the bamboo grasped in its hands. 

It is a weekday towards the end of April, but there 

are still crowds of people gathered around the panda 

enclosure at Ueno Zoo in Taito Ward, Tokyo.

After closing its gates due to issues such as 

power outages, transport disruption and after-

shocks in the wake of the Great East Japan Earth-

quake, Ueno Zoo reopened on April 1 and unveiled 

two new arrivals, in the form of a five-year-old male 

panda named Ri Ri and a five-year-old female 

named Shin Shin, both of which were brought to 

the zoo from a conservation center in China’s Si-

chuan province in February.

This is the first time that Ueno Zoo has had giant 

pandas on display to the public since its male panda 

Ling Ling died in April 2008.

The major tremors that struck Tokyo as a result of 

the Great East Japan Earthquake frightened the two 

pandas, leaving them so agitated that they kept run-

ning around the inside area of the enclosure for a 

time afterwards. The two Chinese keepers who 

came over to Japan with the pandas reassured their 

anxious Japanese counterparts however, explaining 

that “the Great Sichuan Earthquake was even worse, 

so they’ll be just fine.” Just by coincidence, both 

pandas and Chinese keepers also experienced the 

massive earthquake that hit Sichuan province in 

May 2008.

Sure enough, the pair calmed down before long 

and got back to eating bamboo, paying little atten-

tion to the aftershocks.

“They’re so cute, just like cuddly toys!” exclaims a 

woman in her thirties who has come to the zoo for 

the day from Hamamatsu in Shizuoka Prefecture 

with her husband, daughter and mother. “All the 

news about the earthquake leaves you feeling really 

depressed, so seeing the pandas is a great breath of 

fresh air.”

The sight of these two laid-back, adorable pandas 

that have survived two major earthquakes is proving 

heartening to the Japanese public as they get on 

with the reconstruction process.

Ueno Zoo is also collecting donations for the Great 

East Japan Earthquake and intends to use the pro-

ceeds to provide assistance in affected areas and 

support for zoos, aquariums and other such facilities 

damaged by the earthquake.

Ri Ri and Shin Shin 
Pull in the Crowds
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TThe Tohoku Shinkansen line, which was damaged 

in the Great East Japan Earthquake, was reopened 

April 29 along the whole line connecting Tokyo Sta-

tion and Shin-Aomori Station. April 29 is also the first 

day of Golden Week, a long holiday in Japan, so 

many tourists, people returning to their hometowns, 

and volunteers going to help in the recovery of the 

disaster-affected region, rode the bullet trains which 

serve the cities along the line.

The Tohoku Shinkansen is a 713-kilometer railway 

that runs through Fukushima, Sendai, Morioka and 

other major cities in the Tohoku region, connecting 

Tokyo with Shin-Aomori. On March 5 this year, the 

new train, Hayabusa, which can travel up to 300 km/

hr, commenced operations, making it possible to 

travel from Tokyo to Shin-Aomori in just three hours 

and ten minutes. The earthquake damaged stations 

and severed overhead lines, but thanks to early de-

tection of tremors, running trains were automatically 

stopped before the real shaking from the earthquake 

began, and not a single passenger train derailed.

Sendai Airport, in Sendai, Miyagi Prefecture, was 

heavily damaged by the tsunami caused by the 

Great East Japan Earthquake. On April 13, domestic 

flights at the airport resumed, with flights going to 

and from Sapporo in Hokkaido, Nagoya, Osaka and 

other cities.

The damage to Sendai Airport was so severe that 

immediately following the quake, even predicting 

when the airport would reopen was impossible. But 

then, because it was one of the focal points of Opera-

tion Tomodachi, Japan Self-Defense Forces and the 

U.S. Army worked together in recovery efforts twenty-

four hours a day, and Sendai Airport was able to re-

open in just over a month.

The new train Hayabusa cuts through 
the countryside on the Tohoku 
Shinkansen line, which reopened on 
April 29. This photograph was taken 
before the earthquake of March 11.

A Japan Airlines plane lands near debris at Sendai 
Airport, April 13.
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T
What has been the reaction in Germany 
to the Great East Japan Earthquake?

Dr. Volker Stanzel: Germany has followed the 

events after the triple catastrophe of earthquake, 

tsunami and Fukushima I with shock and conster-

nation. They triggered a host of reactions of grief 

and sympathy, such as personal condolence visits 

of Federal President Wulff and Federal Chancellor 

Merkel to the Japanese Embassy in Berlin and bi-

lateral meetings between the two Foreign Minis-

ters of which we have already had two. My govern-

ment immediately dispatched a rescue team of 

forty-three members in total and pledged a sum of 

five million Euros to assist the scientific institu-

tions in Tohoku cope with the situation. But above 

all, the willingness to help from within civil society 

in Germany was overwhelming. Within two weeks’ 

time, private donations rose to 17 million Euros, 

with an almost equal match from German compa-

nies, some of which made contributions of several 

million Euros, bringing the total to more than 50 

million Euros.

Psychological support is at least as important. 

Despite the disaster, the German-Japanese associa-

tions in Germany decided not to cancel a big meet-

ing they had planned before the earthquake in 

Nara at the end of April. I participated myself and I 

feel by their participation the German participants 

sent a very important signal to their Japanese part-

ners that in this difficult situation the Germans 

stand by their friends.

There is a steady flow of charity events in Ger-

many, such as concerts, soccer friendlies, joint ex-

hibitions and others, the proceeds of which all go 

to the 3/11 victims. Offers for help abound. Many 

German families even offered shelter for the refu-

gees in the evacuation centers!

With the dynamism and the goodwill that we 

have experienced, we feel all the more that we 

should acknowledge this spirit of German-Japanese 

togetherness, and that therefore the best thing is 

to reinforce our 150 years events’ series. In the af-

termath of the earthquake, some events had to be 

canceled. However, it is exactly because we have 

received such an overwhelming response of soli-

darity and sympathy that we feel it is not only our 

duty to carry on but that it will be an even more re-

warding experience. Therefore, please have a look 

if you want to join us and make sure to check our 

website [www.dj150.jp]!

How did Germany come to formalize 
relations with Japan in 1861?

One hundred and fifty years ago there was not a 

When Parallel Lines Converge
This year Germany and Japan are celebrating the 150th anniversary of the 

signing of the Treaty of Amity and Commerce. The Japan Journal’s Alex 

Hendy asked Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany in Japan Dr. 

Volker Stanzel about the nature of Germany-Japan relations today.
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Japan as there is now or a Germany as it is now. 

The German Federation of the time was made up 

of 40 or so states, with Prussia being one of the 

largest. Prussia regarded itself as a kind of protec-

tor of the northern German states, which did a lot 

of intercontinental shipping business at that time, 

so there was a tangible interest in Japan. The sec-

ond interest was purely political. Prussia was vying 

with the Habsburg Empire for the support of the 

minor German states. When Count Eulenburg re-

turned to Prussia having successfully [and with 

great difficulty] concluded the trade agreement 

with Japan, he faced a lot of criticism, because the 

agreement, which Japan had stressed would be the 

last of its kind with foreign nations, was with Prus-

sia only [and thus excluded the minor states]. The 

Japanese for their part had the notion that Germany 

was a militarily strong country from which they 

could acquire guns and canons and so forth. 

After the agreement, however, trade was slow, 

including trade in military hardware. Japan real-

ized that buying guns wasn’t enough; they also had 

to learn how to use the new technologies. So they 

sent teachers abroad. And they became intrigued 

by the way that Germany was unified by Bismarck. 

Even today Japanese schoolchildren learn about 

the comment Bismarck made to the Iwakura Mis-

sion [1872] to the effect that “both our countries 

have gone through the same pains of unification; 

in the end we have to rely on military strength and 

economic growth.” That observation helped form 

the Japanese understanding of not only their own 

country and of Germany, but also of their relation-

ship with Germany. 

So Japanese and Germans had a sense 
of a shared identity as newly unified 
countries…

By the late-nineteenth century there were more 

Japanese students in Germany than anywhere else 

and more German experts in Japan than from any-

where else, with the spectrum of common interests 

ranging from military science to law, medicine, phi-

losophy, literature and music. So in the nineteenth 

century Japan and Germany had a very special kind 

of relationship; one much less trade oriented than 

with other countries and one instead more focused 

on academic exchange. This still forms the basis of 

how Japanese see Germany today. 

At the same time, a second parallel widely un-

derstood by Japanese is the two countries’ rapid 

rise after World War II. In this, trade and invest-

ment played an important role for both countries, 

both for finding their way back into the interna-

tional community and for the reconstruction of 

their bilateral relations. But the experience shared 

by Germany and Japan after 1945 is a much more 

comprehensive one, as in both countries it meant 

nothing less than rebuilding their entire nations in 

every respect—economically, sociologically, politi-

cally and philosophically. This intensified tremen-

dously the sentiment of the two nations being close 

to each other. Just take the bilateral associations 

linking our countries. There are some fifty-nine of 

them in Japan, the largest number of any country 

with Japan, and a similar number in Germany. 

They are of two types: civil society bodies and 

 government-based institutions. 

Whereas even twenty years ago Japan-Germany 

exchange was usually conducted on the individual 

level, these days it is structured, with student ex-

change or scientific exchange and so on taking 

place through these institutions.

So we have a more civil society-based relation-

ship on the one hand and a more institutionalized 

relationship on the other.
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TTenshochi is a municipal park in the city of Kita

kami, located in the inland district of Iwate Prefec

ture, one of the prefectures hardest hit by the Great 

East Japan Earthquake (see map p. 5). The park 

opened in 1921. Today, each spring, roughly 10,000 

cherry trees burst into bloom on the site of 293 

hectares. The park is one of the most popular 

 blossomviewing spots in the Tohoku region. Others 

include Hirosaki Park in Aomori Prefecture and 

Kakunodate in Akita Prefecture.

From April 15 to May 5, a festival celebrating the 

cherries’ blossoming took place under the name of 

“Gambaro Iwate! Kitakami Tenshochi no Sakura” 

(Let’s do our best, Iwate! Cherry blossoms of Ten

shochi in Kitakami). The inland district suffered minor 

damage from the Great East Japan Earthquake, and 

there was no damage to the park. This year, the 

ninetieth anniversary of the inauguration of the park, 

was no different from past years in the sense that 

the first cherry blossoms in the park were observed 

around midApril and the cherry trees were in full 

bloom at the end of April. Between the rows of 

cherry trees in bloom, which extend about two kilo

meters along the Kitakamigawa river, viewers feel as 

if they are in a tunnel of cherry blossoms. Sightsee

ing horse carts travel slowly through the tunnel. 

According to a representative of the Kitakami Sight

seeing Association, the organizing body of the event, 

“Just after the devastating earthquake, we decided to 

organize the festival with the aspiration of encourag

ing people in the afflicted area. It attracted around 

140,000 visitors. This figure is about a quarter of the 

level reached in normal years, but both locals and 

visitors were happy that the festival was held. The 

Kitakami City Government chartered a bus and invited 

people living in the hardhit coastal region of Iwate 

Prefecture to Tenshochi in the hope that they would 

feel relaxed at the sight of the cherry blossoms.” 

Commented a man in his thirties who came from 

Wagagun, Iwate Prefecture with his wife, two daugh

ters, and parents, “The damage we suffered from the 

earthquake was limited. It just caused a crack to the 

groundwork of our house. However, we have some 

relatives who are more seriously affected. We send 

them supplies to cheer them up. Next year, we will 

invite them to Kitakami to see the cherry blossoms.”

On April 29, an event called Onikenbai took place 

at Tenshochi, in memory of those killed in the disas

ter. It is a local traditional dance that is said to have a 

history of more than 1,300 years. Each dancer wears 

an oni (devil) mask, holds a sword in one hand and 

dances dynamically by swinging in every direction to 

the rhythm of a drum and a gong, and to the music 

played by flute. The event involved about 180 danc

ers. After their performance, they each held out a do

nation box and asked tourists for contributions.

Onikenbai dancers perform in support of the 
victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake.
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A horse pulls tourists in a carriage through the 
tunnel of cherry blossoms at Tenshochi, Iwate 
Prefecture. At left, people collect donations for 
victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake.
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CConsumers in the capital have gone out of their 

way to back businesses badly hit by the March 11 

quake and tsunami. 

Fukushima Yaesu Tourism and 
Exchange Center

In central Tokyo, many prefectures, cities or other 

local municipalities have set up showrooms for pro

moting tourism and selling local specialties. The 

Fukushima Yaesu Tourism and Exchange Center 

near Tokyo Station specializes in products from 

 Fukushima Prefecture, stocking a range of more than 

300 local products including sake, honey, miso, and 

folk crafts.  

Fukushima Prefecture was heavily damaged by 

the March 11 earthquake and tsunami, and even 

now, part of the prefecture has been designated an 

evacuation zone and produce grown in some areas 

is subject to the government’s shipment restrictions 

following the accident at the nuclear power plant. 

Every day since the disaster, the Center has been 

crowded with people supporting Fukushima Prefec

ture by purchasing local products. Normally, fruit 

and vegetables are not sold at the Center, but on 

April 2 and 3, there was a sale of produce from 

Fukushima Prefecture, including strawberries, aspar

agus and cucumber grown in areas that are not 

subject to shipment restrictions and that are found 

to be below the legal limit in tests to monitor radio

activity. A long line of shoppers formed before the 

Customers shop for farm products at the 
Japan Agricultural Cooperatives (JA) building 
in Chiyoda Ward, Tokyo, April 14. JA held the 
event to support farmers in disaster-affected 
areas such as Chiba, Ibaraki, and Fukushima 
Prefectures. These vegetables are not subject 
to shipment restrictions.
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10:00 start of the sale and all produce sold out in 

about fifteen minutes.

More than 1,200 people come to the store on a 

weekday, or three times the number before the 

earthquake disaster. The store has been forced to 

limit entry with weekend visitors to the shop num

bering about 1,500 people. A collection box was 

placed at the cash register the day after the earth

quake, and had raised approximately 10 million yen 

by the end of April. Half the people visiting the shop 

have no direct links to Fukushima. On April 21, the 

U.S. Ambassador to Japan, John Roos, visited the 

Center to purchase sake.

Junya Tomita, director of the Center, comments, 

“We have also received a lot of requests from people 

asking us to sell products from Fukushima Prefecture 

at the stall in concerts and festival venues without 

paying the usual charge to open the stall.”

It is also possible to read newspapers published in 

Fukushima Prefecture at the Center. Serving as a 

point of contact between Tokyo and Fukushima, the 

store also posts extensive information about trans

portation access from Tokyo to Fukushima and about 

the locations of evacuation centers.

Visiting the store, a woman in her twenties, who is 

a native of Fukushima Prefecture but lives in Tokyo, 

commented, 

“Fortunately, 

my parents’ 

home in Fuku

shima was not 

damaged in 

the earthquake 

and my mother 

tells me that 

things have settled down. I am buying sake from Fu

kushima at this store to send to friends in Kyushu. I 

do it because I would like them to think a little bit 

about Fukushima.”

A woman in her sixties who moved from Fuku

shima to Chiba Prefecture three years ago said, “I 

also do some fundraising, but by buying products at 

this store, I think I can help Fukushima, if only a little. 

I am very happy that so many people are coming to 

the store.”

Shinjuku Takashimaya
Shinjuku Takashimaya is a major department store 

in central Tokyo, receiving approximately 100,000 

shoppers a day on the weekends. From April 20 to 

25, the store organized a fair at its event space to 

sell more than 120 products, including sweets, meat 

and pickles, from Miyagi Prefecture where the heavy 

damage sustained in the East Japan Great Earth

quake was centered on coastal areas. 

The store’s Tomoyuki Sato explains, “We wanted 

to do something for Miyagi Prefecture where the 

damage was so extensive. So we talked to producers 

and the outcome was to organize the Miyagi Fair at 

Shinjuku Takashimaya to sell appealing products 

from the area.” Although the decision to organize 

the fair was made in the end of March, it was not 

clear whether the stallholders who had decided to 

participate would be able to produce sufficient prod

ucts, or whether they would be able to bring the 

products to Tokyo since both logistics and power 

supplies were unstable due to the impact of the af

tershocks in Miyagi Prefecture, so no one involved in 

the project was able to relax until immediately before 

the event. However, a selection of products was 

made available as planned and since 

the fair received extensive coverage 

on television and in the newspapers, 

Junya Tomita, director of Fukushima 
Yaesu Tourism and Exchange Center, 
holding sake from Fukushima.
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there were crowds of shoppers every day.

Sato commented, “Once again, I experienced the 

fundamentals of the retail trade, which is to connect 

with producers and customers.” 

One very popular product at the Fair was Hagi no 

tsuki (literally, bush clover moon) made by Kasho 

Sanzen, a manufacturer of sweets in Sendai. A well

known sweet almost synonymous with Miyagi Pre

fecture, Hagi no tsuki is an airy sponge cake filled 

with custard. Since the manufacturing equipment at 

the factory had toppled and there were power and 

water supply outages immediately after the earth

quake, production of the confectionery was tempo

rarily suspended, and the company had no choice 

but to close the stores under direct management. 

However, wanting to offer confectionery to peo

ple worn out by the earthquake disaster, the 

company started to sell its inventory at the stores 

that were able to open on the second day after 

the disaster.

Today, both production quantities and the 

number of operating stores have just about re

turned to predisaster levels. The Shinjuku Ta

kashimaya Fair also had streams of visitors who 

came to buy the Hagi no tsuki confectionery.

“Many customers told us to keep it up and said 

that they were happy to be able to buy Hagi no tsuki 

here,” comments Kumiko Nihei of Kasho Sanzen 

who participated in the Shinjuku Takashimaya Fair. 

“When I go back to Miyagi, I will take these messages 

to the people at our factory.” 

Tokyo Disneyland
Tokyo Disneyland, which had been closed since 

the earthquake on March 11, opened again for busi

ness on April 15. On the day, there were about 

10,000 people waiting for the 8:00 opening, includ

ing people who had lined up from the night before. 

As of April 23, the attraction had extended its operat

ing hours until 22:00, as was the case before the di

saster, and on April 24, the popular Electrical Parade 

Dream Lights was restarted with many visitors enjoy

ing the glittering lights of the evening parade. For the 

reopening, the operators of Tokyo Disneyland, Ori

ental Land Co., released a statement saying, “We will 

continue to strive toward providing an experience 

filled with dreams and happiness to as many guests 

as possible, and will make our best corporate effort 

to answer the needs and expectations of as many 

people as possible.”

Disney Sea, which is adjacent to Disneyland, also 

reopened for business on April 28. 
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Disney character Mickey Mouse performs atop a float 
during a parade at Tokyo Disneyland, April 15.
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Kumiko Nihei (right) sells 
Hagi no tsuki at 
Takashimaya department 
store in Shinjuku, Tokyo. 
Hagi no tsuki is a sponge 
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cake resembling a full moon. Hagi (bush clover) is the 
symbol flower of Miyagi Prefecture.
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Shikata: I’m very pleased that following the 

March 19 Japan-China-ROK Foreign Ministers’ 

Meeting in Kyoto, the heads of both China and 

ROK will be coming to Japan for the Japan-

China-ROK Summit. Today, with these members 

of the Chinese and South Korean embassies, I 

would like to discuss the aid both countries have 

provided in response to the Great 

East Japan Earthquake and devel-

opments in relations between our 

three countries.

In response to the Great East 

Japan Earthquake, many countries 

from around the world have pro-

vided much aid. Both China and 

ROK have dispatched rescue teams 

and provided relief supplies. As 

well as expressing our appreciation 

for this aid, I would also like to say 

that I believe this has deepened 

the relationship between Japan, 

China and ROK.

Therefore, first I’d like to dis-

cuss the aid from the governments 

and people of China and ROK.

Wen: On March 13, the Chinese government 

dispatched fifteen rescue team members who 

conducted rescue operations in Ofunato, Iwate 

Prefecture, from March 14 to 20. In addition, on 

March 14, blankets, tents and other goods were 

provided. Since there was a large earthquake in 

the Yunnan Province of China on March 10, the 

From left: Yoshinori Fujiyama, Park Yongmin, Wen Desheng, Noriyuki 
Shikata, at the Prime Minister’s Official Residence in Tokyo.
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Fourth Japan-China-ROK 
Trilateral Summit
In advance of the Fourth Japan-China-ROK Trilateral Summit on May 20 and 21, a discussion was 

held at the Prime Minister’s Official Residence in Tokyo between Wen Desheng, counselor at the 

Embassy of the People’s Republic of China, Park Yongmin, counselor at the Embassy of the Republic 

of Korea, Yoshinori Fujiyama, director, Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, with Noriyuki Shikata, director of Global Communications at the Prime Minister’s Office, 

acting as moderator.
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day previous to the Great East Japan Earth-

quake, rescue teams were conducting opera-

tions there. Even so, some team members were 

dispatched from the disaster area in Yunnan to 

Japan. On March 16, the Chinese government 

announced it would provide aid of 10,000 tons 

of gasoline and 10,000 tons of diesel fuel.

From the private sector too, various kinds of 

aid are being provided. For example, Sany, a 

construction equipment company, donated a 

pump truck with a 62-meter arm, which was of 

great assistance in pumping water to cool the 

nuclear reactor at the Fukushima Daiichi Nu-

clear Power Plant. A large amount of donations 

has also been collected from ordinary citizens. 

From universities in Beijing, Shanghai and 

Changchun, many university students have 

gone into the cities with over 300 collection 

boxes to collect donations.

China was severely damaged by the 2008 Si-

chuan Earthquake. Therefore, instead of con-

sidering the earthquake in Japan to be irrelevant 

to them, much of the nation responded with 

very warm feelings, a so-called warm current, 

toward the Japanese people.

Park: ROK government dispatched a 107-

member rescue team, which includes five 

members dispatched immediately the day fol-

lowing the earthquake, and two res-

cue dogs, that conducted rescue 

operations from March 14 to 23 in 

the cities of Sendai, Tagajo, and 

Shiogama in Miyagi Prefecture. In 

addition, water, food and other re-

lief supplies were sent five times by 

military aircraft, private aircraft and 

ship to Iwate, Miyagi and Fuku-

shima Prefectures.

Aid from private companies has also been 

provided. For example, Hyundai Heavy Indus-

tries supplied four moveable power generators 

to Tokyo Electric Power Company’s thermal 

power plant in Chiba. These have been provid-

ing electricity to the Tokyo area since the end of 

April. Also, within ROK, there have been a large 

number of voluntary relief efforts for Japan. I 

have been surprised by three things about the 

Great East Japan Earthquake: First, the strength 

of the earthquake, second, the sense of orderli-

ness among Japanese after the earthquake, and 

third, the widespread enthusiasm mostly among 

young South Koreans to aid Japan.

Fujiyama: In response to this earthquake, we 

have received much support from the interna-

tional community, but the very first to extend 

assistance were our neighbors ROK and China. 

As both counselors have stated, we have re-

ceived much support, and as a representative of 

the Japanese government, it is difficult to ex-

press my appreciation in words. Though there 

are various pending issues between Japan and 

China and Japan and ROK, I believe that the na-

ture of the relationship between the three coun-

tries can be clearly seen in the way that they 

work together as one to help each other when 

Wen Desheng, Counselor at the 
Embassy of the People’s Republic of 
China
Wen Desheng served as section chief of the 
Chinese Association for International 
Understanding between 1988 and 2009. He 
became a counselor at the Embassy of the 
People’s Republic of China in Japan in 
December 2009. He is a council member of 
the China-Japan Friendship Association and of 
the Chinese Association for Japanese Studies.
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one of them is suffering. In order for the people 

of Japan to know about the considerate aid that 

China and ROK have given, the Ministry of For-

eign Affairs has been reporting about the assis-

tance from both countries on its website. In re-

gards to the Japan-China-ROK Foreign 

Ministers’ Meeting mentioned earlier by Direc-

tor Shikata, it was an important op-

portunity for expressing feelings of 

thanks for the assistance provided 

by both our neighbors, as well as for 

explaining Japan’s response to the 

earthquake. As a result, it was an ex-

tremely good meeting that was filled 

with expressions of China and ROK’s 

solidarity with Japan.

Shikata: Could you please talk about the re-

lief efforts of Chinese and South Koreans living 

in Japan?

Wen: There are around 700,000 Chinese resid-

ing in Japan. There are 33,000 living in the To-

hoku prefectures of Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushi-

ma. The Chinese living in the disaster-stricken 

area are working toward reconstruction along 

with the Japanese.

In addition, since just after the Great East 

Japan Earthquake, various Chinese resident as-

sociations have donated a large amount of 

money for reconstruction in the disaster area. 

Furthermore, an organization of Chinese schol-

ars living in Japan, the Society of Chinese Pro-

fessors in Japan, released “Let’s work hand in 

hand with the Japanese community to overcome 

this natural disaster!—An appeal to Chinese de-

scendents, Chinese nationals and exchange 

students living in Japan.”

Park: There are 600,000 Koreans in Japan, 

with 40,000 living in the Tohoku region. For 

Koreans, the Great East Japan Earthquake is 

not an irrelevant event.

Since just after the earthquake, organiza-

tions and businesses made up of Koreans living 

in Japan have been collecting donations, and 

sending water, food and other supplies to the 

disaster stricken area. In addition, Koreans liv-

ing in Japan and South Korean exchange stu-

dents have established a volunteer organization 

to give aid to the disaster area. The volunteers 

have been distributing meals and providing 

medical assistance in the affected area.

Shikata: The areas affected by the earthquake 

have been receiving aid from China, ROK and 

many other countries, and have started on the 

road to recovery. Along with that, tourism has 

begun again in the areas where the recovery is 

moving ahead. Of course, in locations around 

Japan outside of the disaster area, foreign tour-

ists are as welcome as always. What are some 

places that you have visited in Japan that im-

pressed you, and where would you like to visit 

in the future?

Wen: I have been working with Japan for 

Park Yongmin, Counselor at the 
Embassy of the Republic of Korea

Park Yongmin began his career at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade in 1991. 
He has served as an officer of the Permanent 

Mission to the United Nations and of the 
embassies of Oman, the United States and 
Indonesia and deputy director of the North 

Korean Nuclear Negotiation Division. He 
became counselor at the Embassy of the 

Republic of Korea in Japan, in August 2010.
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around twenty years, so I’ve visited places 

throughout Japan, from the south to the north. 

Every area has its unique features, and all of 

them have left an impression on me.

In recent years, the natural beauty of Hok-

kaido has been very popular among Chinese 

tourists. Chinese also love the scenery of the 

Japanese coastline. Two places I visit almost 

every year, Hiroshima and Nagasaki, are also 

well known in China as cities of peace. Sendai 

in Miyagi Prefecture, which was damaged by 

the earthquake, is also famous as a tourist spot 

since the Chinese literary master Lu 

Xun lived there. After the quake, I went 

to Ofunato as part of the rescue opera-

tions. If I have a chance in the future, I 

would definitely like to visit the disaster 

stricken areas after they’ve recovered.

Park: It has not been long since I was 

stationed in Japan, so besides Tokyo, I 

have only visited Ito hot springs on the 

Izu Peninsula in Shizuoka. When I was walking 

along the Jogasaki coastline near the hot 

springs, I realized that the character of the Jap-

anese people is embodied in the natural scen-

ery of Japan. It has a feeling of immaculateness 

and moderation.

Actually, I had planned a ten-day vacation 

from March 20 during which I would drive 

around Kyoto and Nara, but unfortunately, due 

to the earthquake, it had to be cancelled. Other 

than those places, I would also like to visit 

Echigo Yuzawa, the setting for Kawabata 

 Yasunari’s novel, Snow Country.

Shikata: Now what are the principal themes 

for this Japan-China-ROK Summit?

Fujiyama: In relation to the Great East Japan 

Earthquake, Prime Minister Kan has released 

a message to major newspapers around the 

world, expressing thanks for the aid from 

every nation, and strong determination on the 

path to recovery. What the Prime Minister 

says at the summit will be entirely left up to 

him, but it’s likely that his comments will be of 

a similar nature. Also, since there was an 

agreement at the Japan-China-ROK Foreign 

Ministers’ Meeting the other day to produce 

some tangible results regarding trilateral co-

operation on nuclear power safety and disaster 

prevention in preparation for this summit, we 

are currently doing our utmost in that regard. 

As for nuclear power safety, an important 

theme is expected to be a sharing of lessons 

learned from the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear 

Power Plant accident and subsequent thor-

ough inspections.

In addition, discussions are expected re-

garding the currently ongoing Japan-China-

ROK investment accord negotiations and joint 

studies on a Japan-China-ROK FTA.

Shikata: Finally, what are the Chinese and 

South Korean viewpoints on the prospects for 

the Japanese economy?

Yoshinori Fujiyama, Director, 
Asian and Oceanian Affairs 
Bureau, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs
Yoshinori Fujiyama began his career at 

MOFA in 1984. He has served as director 
of the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty Division, 
counselor of the South Korean Embassy, 

and minister of the German Embassy. He 
became director of the Asian and 

Oceanian Affairs Bureau in July 2010.

26 27
Highlighting Japan   MAY 2011 Highlighting Japan   MAY 2011

26 27
Highlighting Japan   MAY 2011 Highlighting Japan   MAY 2011

COVER STORY



Wen: I have an optimistic view of the Japanese 

economy after the Great East Japan Earthquake. 

The reason for this is the great demand both 

within Japan and China. The earthquake has 

been a great tragedy, but demand will increase 

tremendously as recovery begins. I believe that 

new growth patterns that can invigorate the 

economy will emerge from the power shortages 

and lifestyle changes.

Also, in China at present, an emphasis has 

been placed on energy conservation and envi-

ronmental protection, and efforts are being put 

into maintaining sustainable economic growth, 

so demand has increased extensively in these 

areas. Since the oil crisis of the 1970s, Japan has 

accumulated know-how regarding energy con-

servation and environmental protection. Many 

Chinese have gone to Kitakyushu in Fukuoka 

Prefecture, to observe the recycling industries 

concentrated in that area. Now is the time for 

Japan to make use of its knowhow in energy con-

servation and environmental protection in China. 

ROK also has much expertise in this field, so I 

am convinced that a bright future can be achieved 

through trilateral cooperation.

Park: Japan cannot help but be affect-

ed economically by the Great East 

Japan Earthquake. However, it is more 

important to think about what can be 

done in the future than to think about 

what has already happened. I believe 

that difficulty always brings opportuni-

ty with it.

The earthquake has also taught us that ROK 

and Japan are in many ways close neighbors, 

not distant ones. The crisis in Japan is not just 

Japan’s alone. It is for this reason that coopera-

tion between two countries is of momentous 

importance. The effects of the earthquake in 

Japan have reached South Korean industries. 

But on the other hand, ROK can supplement 

the Japanese industries that were damaged by 

the quake.

Moreover, the combined populations of 

ROK, Japan and China make up one quarter of 

the world population, and our combined GDPs 

equal one sixth of the total world GDP. With 

this size, I believe that any number of potentiali-

ties can emerge through trilateral cooperation.

Fujiyama: I believe that this Japan-China-ROK 

Summit has the possibility of being an important 

step towards recovery in the disaster stricken 

areas. I expect economic partnerships, tourism, 

personal and cultural exchanges, and coopera-

tion in a variety of other fields to support recov-

ery in the areas affected by the disaster.

Shikata: I greatly appreciate your gather-

ing here today during this busy time. I sin-

cerely hope that relations among our three 

countries can be advanced further through 

agreements on the environment, energy and 

other common issues at the upcoming Japan-

China-ROK Summit.

Noriyuki Shikata, Director of 
Global Communications at the 

Prime Minister’s Office
Noriyuki Shikata began his career at the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1986. He has 
served as director of the International 
Press Division, director of the Second 

North America Division, and director of 
the Economic Treaties Division. He became 
director of Global Communications at the 

Prime Minister’s Office in 2010.
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TThe massive earthquake and giant tsunami 

that struck the eastern Japan coastal region 

are having a major effect on the Japanese 

economy. The effects on the Japanese economy 

can be analyzed by “stock” and “flow,” and by 

Phase 1, being immediately after the earth-

quake, and Phase 2, being a little while after 

the earthquake.

First, in Phase 1, stock is destroyed. Accord-

ing to the Cabinet Office estimate, the amount 

of stock destroyed by this earthquake is 16 to 

25 trillion yen.

The economic impact of the flow is also a 

great blow. According to the economic forecast 

survey of top economists in Japan, the ESP 

Forecast Survey for May, 2011, the GDP growth 

rate (real GDP, annual rate compared to the 

previous quarter) for the January to March 2011 

quarter is predicted to be -1.5%, and -3.3% for 

the April to June quarter.*

Why will growth slump this much? The sev-

ering of the supply chain network has a big in-

fluence on this. Mechanical devices such as 

cars and electronic goods are assembled from 

numerous parts. The supply chain network is 

the distribution method for supplying these 

parts to the manufacturing plants. The Tohoku 

region, which was hit by this disaster, has a 

concentration of car 

and electronic goods 

parts manufactur-

ers. Because of the 

earthquake, the sup-

ply of these parts 

was impeded, and caused a drastic reduction in 

manufacturing in areas outside the disaster 

area as well.

However, when we arrive at Phase 2, the 

growth rate is instead predicted to climb. Ac-

cording to the aforementioned ESP Forecast 

Survey, the growth rate is predicted to turn 

positive from the July to September quarter on-

ward, and achieve a truly high growth rate of 

5.0% in the October to December quarter.

There are two reasons why such a high rate 

of growth is predicted. First is the demand from 

reconstruction. As repair work gets into full 

swing, there will be an increase in residential 

investment to recover the destroyed housing 

stock, private non-residential investment to re-

build factories and office buildings, and public 

investment to restore the function, such as 

roads, harbors and railways.

The other reason is the prospect for the 

flow. Its range of reduction will be smaller. After 

the initial slump in flow, it gradually returns to 

Coherent Policy 
Management the Key
What course is the Japanese economy likely to take in the aftermath of 

the Great East Japan Earthquake? Professor Takao Komine of the 

Hosei Graduate School of Regional Policy Design comments.
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normal. Manufacturing will revive, and the sup-

ply chain will gradually be rebuilt.

Prioritizing Objectives
In this way a high growth in the economy can 

be expected in Phase 2, however there will be a 

difficult problem in managing the economy. 

During the emergency in Phase 1, the policy 

objectives are very clear: saving lives and as-

sisting survivors are more im-

portant than anything else. 

There’s no need to worry about 

trade-offs with other policy ob-

jectives. However, in Phase 2, 

policy objectives must be prior-

itized, considering trade-offs. 

There becomes a demand for a 

policy that is both coherent and 

economically rational. Particu-

larly difficult problems are the 

following points to consider.

The first problem is financ-

es. The government has already decided on a 

supplementary budget worth about 4 trillion 

yen, and there will certainly be a need for even 

greater expenditures in the future. Considering 

the extremely poor financial situation the gov-

ernment is in due to the tremendous budget 

deficit Japan is already burdened by, it avoids 

as much as possible issuing any more govern-

ment bonds, so producing a tremendous amount 

of funds by cutting other budgets becomes a 

huge problem.

The second problem is revival of the affected 

region. In the three prefectures of Tohoku, 

Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima Prefecture, that 

were hit by the disaster, the population was 

aging very rapidly and residents had been mov-

ing away. These areas are also heavily depen-

dent on farming and fishing, so they have diffi-

culty securing a workforce. In such difficult 

circumstances, it will be necessary to create a 

structure assembling outside corporations and 

people into the region, to provide highly prefer-

ential treatment.

The third problem is a reexamination of the 

energy policy. Because of the accident at the 

nuclear power plant that was triggered by the 

earthquake, there is expected to be an extreme 

shortage of electricity throughout the Kanto re-

gion this summer. Of great concern is how en-

ergy will be supplied in the long term, especially 

whether we should continue to be dependent 

on nuclear energy as a power resource, as well 

as what position renewable energies such as 

wind or solar power will take.

The steering of policy management during 

Phase 2 will determine the future course of the 

Japanese economy and society.

*Note: After the survey, the GDP growth rate 

of -3.7% for the January to March quarter was 

announced.

Estimated Growth Rate of GDP

Source: Economic Planning Association, “ESP Forecast” May 2011
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OOn April 17, Tokyo Electric Power Company 

(TEPCO), the company which operates the 

stricken Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power 

plant, released a roadmap outlining its targets 

for the plant’s restoration and the immediate 

actions it plans to take. 

The basic policy underpinning the roadmap 

reads: “By bringing the reactors and spent fuel 

pools to a stable cooling condition and mitigat-

ing the release of radioactive materials, we will 

make every effort to enable evacuees to return 

to their homes and for all citizens to be able to 

secure a sound life.”

TEPCO set target achievement dates of 

around three months for Step 1, bringing radia-

tion dose into steady decline, and a further 

three to six months for Step 2, bringing release 

of radioactive materials under control and sig-

nificantly holding down the radiation dose.

On May 17, as a month had passed since the 

roadmap towards restoration was released, 

TEPCO announced the status of the progress. 

In response, Prime Minister Naoto Kan held 

a Meeting of the Nuclear Emergency Response 

Headquarters with 

himself as the 

head and an-

nounced the gov-

ernment’s actions.

Prime Minister Kan said, “TEPCO presented 

a roadmap a month ago for the conclusion of 

the nuclear incident. Today, that roadmap was 

revised, and in line with the revisions, I have 

had a separate roadmap formulated concerning 

the course of action for the Government.”

Concerning assistance for those affected by 

the nuclear incident, the Prime Minister said, 

“The Government will thoroughly and persis-

tently meet its responsibility to the people by 

responding to the needs of those affected by 

this incident.”

Prime Minister Naoto Kan speaks at the Meeting of the Nuclear Emergency Response 
Headquarters, May 17.

The Japanese government’s actions are listed in the 
“Roadmap for Immediate Actions for the Verification and 

Restoration from the Accident at Fukushima Daiichi 
Nuclear Power Station” decided by the Meeting of the 
Nuclear Emergency Response Headquarters on May 17

1. Government’s Support and Confirmation of Safety
	 (1)	Cooling	the	Reactors

	 (2)	Cooling	the	Spent	Fuel	Pools

	 (3)		Containment,	Storage,	Treatment	and	Reuse	of	Water	

Contaminated	by	Radioactive	Materials	(Accumulated	

Water)

	 (4)		Prevention	of	the	Spread	of	Contamination	of	Subsur-

face	Water

	 (5)		Mitigation	of	Radioactive	Materials	in	the	Atmosphere	

and	Soil

	 (6)	Measures	against	Aftershocks

	 (7)		Ensure	the	Safety	of	the	Working	Environment,	Im-

prove	Living	Conditions	and	Health	Management

2. Conduct Monitoring 
3. International Cooperation
4. Investigation and Verification of the Accident
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Australia

Uruguay

Russia

China

Kyrgyz

The outpouring of sympathy for Japan expressed by 

children around the world after the Great East Japan 

Earthquake has deeply moved all Japanese people. Through 

the acts of donating money, holding fundraising events, or 

simply writing messages of support, children have given 

strength to those living in the areas most affected by the 

disaster as they start on the road to recovery.

Pakistan

Serbia

Ireland

South Korea
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http://www.gov-online.go.jp/eng/publicity/book/hlj/index.html
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“Newsletter” banner at the top of our homepage.

New pupils attend their first homeroom activity after an entrance 
ceremony at Kamaishi Elementary School in Kamaishi, Iwate Prefecture, 
April 20. Although Kamaishi was seriously damaged by the Great East 

Japan Earthquake, the city is reconstructing and nineteen new pupils in 
all took part in the entrance ceremony.
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